
 
 
 
 

12/01/2018 
 
Baker County Resident, 
 
Thank you for your interest in Baker County recycling.  We want to update you on the current state of 
recycling markets both locally for Baker Sanitary Service and for the broader West Coast market of the 
US.  The entire market is facing significant changes in allowed contamination limits and broad refusal of 
many products by China over the last 12-18 months. 
 
Almost all Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) ship their recycled products to China, however, the hard 
fact of the matter is that China has limited contamination (which is anything other than the specific 
product, but most problematic is trash) to levels that are not attainable by any MRFs we have access to 
sell to.  This has led to drastically increased costs for us due to the falling prices of what we are able to 
receive for the recycled products we collect.  As anyone who is a regular recycler knows, we had to 
remove both our Hard Plastic bin (almost 2-3 years ago) as well as our Mixed Plastic Bottles bin late last 
year. 
 
Unfortunately, this trend has continued and as of December 1st we are going to remove the Mixed Paper 
Recycling at the Campbell St. Recycling Depot as well.  We have tried everything in our power and waited 
as long as we could in hopes the market would find a solution for paper in addition to the other products 
we’ve had to discontinue.  The market simply has not recovered and according to all our contacts that we 
have the ability to sell to, they don’t see a fix coming any time soon.  As many of you might be aware, we 
have had to landfill select amounts of recycled material that we had held on to for as long as practical 
hoping the markets would turn around.  To date we have landfilled 59.28 tons of mostly mixed paper 
product.  Rather than have Baker County residents continue to go to the effort to bring materials we don’t 
have a market for, we would rather be transparent throughout the process and instead discontinue 
collecting Mixed Paper until we have a sustainable option in the future.   You can see the Oregon wide 
statistics for disposal of recycling product here: 
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/FilterDocs/mm-disposalconcurr.pdf 
 
At this point, Baker Sanitary Service is doing everything in its current power within the existing rate 
structure by which we fund our recycling activities to keep as many materials available to recycle as 
possible based on their individual viability.  For further reading on the broader markets see DEQ’s 
information page here: https://www.oregon.gov/deq/recycling/Pages/Recycling-Markets.aspx 
 
If you have any further questions we are happy to answer as best as we can and pledge to give the best 
service possible to our customers both now and in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Henry, President 
Baker Sanitary Service, Inc. 
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